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CITY COUNCIL 
The Charleston City Council voted to waive the 
bidding procedures on $ 300k worth of purchases. 
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TUESDAY SPLIT 
The Eastern softball team split a 
non-conference doubleheader with 
Indiana State Tuesday at home. 
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Combs celebrates reelection, 40th birthday 
CHAtl 
~~ 
CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Charleston Mayor Brandon Combs poses following the Charelston City Council meeting Tues-
day night. Combs has been the mayor of Chalreston since 2015. 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @(orryn_brock 
Brandon Combs wa:; re-elected to his position 
as Mayor of Charleston Tuesday. . 
Combs was not only re-elected but also cele-
brated his 40th birthday. 
The positions on the Charleston City Council 
were up for re-election on Tuesday: mayor and two 
council member positions. 
Combs ran uncontested and therefore received 
l 00 percent of the votes. 
Councilmen Matthew Hutti and Dennis Malak 
were also up for re-election and won. 
Hutti received 730 votes and Malak received 
469 votes, meaning Hutti held 60.88% of the 
votes and Malak held 39.12%. 
Brandon Bell won the seat of Charleston Town-
ship Supervisor with 555 votes. 
His opponent, Terry Allen, received 506 votes. 
The race was separated by five percent. 
Larry Hanner will be the Charleston Township 
Clerk after running uncontested. 
Similarly, Mix Cox won the seat of Charleston 
Township Highway Commissioner after running 
uncontested. 
Four individuals ran for Charleston Township 
Trustees. Matt Daugherty received 677 votes, Dan 
Spence received 628 votes, Penny Allen received 
584 votes and Melissa Daugherty received 637. 
Kris Phipps ran uncontested for the position of 
Charleston Township Park District Commissioner. 
Two races were for seats on the Charleston 
School Board. 
Eva Ritchey received 1,071 votes for the seats 
representing the remaining townships in Charles-
ton. Jason Coe received 1,049 votes. 
Brandon Wright won the second open seat for 
the school board with 662 votes. 
His opponents received a combined 815 votes 
with Matt Titus receiving 602 votes and Drew 
Pounds received 213 votes. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at S81-2812 orat 
cebrock@eiu.edu. 
ASL Club celebrates sign language, inclusivity 
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
In March 2019, an Eastern student cre-
ated American Sign Language Club, a RSO 
that focuses on spreading awareness of the 
importance of American Sign Language on 
campus. 
MaKayla Leverich, senior criminal justice 
and sociology student, is the president of 
American Sign Language (ASL) Club. 
She said that the student who started the 
RSO is deaf and had been trying to get the 
organization approved for two years before 
she finally succeeded. 
"She created it as a way to have people be 
more inclusive and have more diversity," Le-
verich said. "Also to have people learn sign 
so when they come across deaf people, they 
can communicate with basic sign. So many 
people don't know ASL and it's really impor-
tant for them to know what American sign 
language is and what deaf culture is like." 
Leverich said that sometimes people don't 
know how to act around people who are deaf 
or hard of hearing, so ASL Club wants to 
help prevent that from happening by teach-
ing Eastern students sign language. 
The majority of the learning happens dur-
j ng American Sign Language Club's bi-week-
ly meetings. 
Prior to COVID-19, the organization 
used to have meetings every other Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. in the Stevenson Hall lounge. 
The executive board would make use of the 
television there, using it to project the edu-
cational presentations they prepared for the 
meetings. 
ASL CLUB, page 5 
Faculty Senate· discusses indigenous ·1and statement 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
The Eastern Faculty Senate met virtually 
Tuesday afternoon. 
After various committee reports were given 
to open the meeting, Eastern Provost Jay Ga-
trell gave his report to the senate. 
. Among other things, he aiscussed the plans 
for outdoor commencement at the end of the 
semester. 
"We're pretty excited about that. I know 
the students are. Obviously outside com-
mencements are a great opportunity to sort of 
enjoy mother nature, however, it also means it 
can rain," Gatrell said. 
He added that there is a contingency plan 
in place if it rains on that day where students 
can meet with their dean to get their diploma 
and have their photo taken. 
Another factor for this plan is that COV-
ID-19 numbers are well under control, and 
Gatrell also spoke about plans to help stu-
dents access free Johnson & Johnson vaccines 
being offered by Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Center on April 9 and 10. 
He said that the university is working on 
having buses available to shuttle students to 
and from the health center for their vaccina-
tions. 
The meeting ended with a discussion on 
whether the university should put out an 
SCREENSHOT BY ADAM TUMINO 
Members of the Faculty Senate meet Tuesday. The senate discussed an update on the Think Tank Committee and its statement on indigenous 
land. 
indigenous land statement. The statement The senate discussed the benefits of putting 
would acknowledge that the land upon which out a statement and how they could supple-
Eastern sits originally belon~ed to the indige- ment it with something more meaningful. 
nous people in the area. · , : .', • • •:•:•'.- • •.• • They also considered getting f~back from . 
indigenous communities on what the univer- revisited in the next meeting. 
sity could do that would be more beneficial 
than an acknowledgement. Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-2812 
It was decided that the discussion would be . . . • . . . . • . . . • or at ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS I AP NEWS THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021 
~?~~L~e~~~~r I ~!AS1!!:RES~D NATION 






Low: 53· knee off Floyd's neck area shot in 
rained methamphetamine and fentan-
yl. Earlier testimony revealed that this pill 
contained DNA from Floyd's saliva. 
In other testimony, the lead Minne-
sota state investigator on the case, James 
Reyerson, initially agreed with Nelson 
• that Floyd seemed to say in a police body-
camera video of his arrest, "I ate too many THE DAILY 
EASTERN NEWS 
Earlier, Nelson asked Stiger about 
uses of force that are commonly referred 
to by police as "lawful but awful." Stiger. 
conceded that "you can have a situation 
where by law it looks horrible to the com-
mon eye, but based on the state law, it's 
lawful." 
other things, Nelson said that given typ-
ical emergency medical response times, it 
was reasonable for Chauvin to believe that 
paramedics would be there soon. 
In other testimony, Stiger said that as 
Floyd lay pinned to the ground, Chauvin 
squeezed Floyd's fingers and pulled one 
of his wrists toward his handcuffs, a tech-
Urbana 
home 
"Tell the fYUlh and don't be afraid.'' 
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Get soci.il with The Daily Eastern News 
IJ The Daily Eastern News 
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Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com 
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The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of 
Eastern lllinots University. It is published daily Mon-
day through Friday, in Charleston, 111, during fall and 
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Chaneston, IL 61920 
drugs." 
But when a prosecutor played a lon-
ger clip of the video, Reyerson said he be-
lieved what Floyd really said was "I ain't 
do no drugs." 
Chauvin, 45, is charged with mur-
der and manslaughter in Floyd's death 
May 25. Floyd, 46, was arrested outside 
a neighborhood market after being ac-
cused of trying to pass a counterfeit $20 
bill. A panicky-sounding Floyd struggled 
· and claimed to be claustrophobic as pohce 
tried to put him in a squad car, and they 
pinned him to the pavement. 
Bystander video of Floyd crying that 
he couldn't breathe as onlookers yelled at 
Chauvin to get off him sparked protests 
and scattered violence around the U.S. 
Ndson has argued that the now-fired 
white officer "did exactly what he had 
been trained to do over his 19-year ca: 
reer," and he has suggested that Floyd's 
drug use and his underlying health con-
ditions are what killed him, not Chauvin's 
knee, as prosecutors contend. Fentan-
yl and methamphetarnine were found in 
Floyd's system. 
Nelson has argued, too, that the offi-
cers on the scene were distracted by what 
they perceived as an increasingly hostile 
crowd of onlookers. 
But Stiger told the jury, "I did not per-
ceive them as being a threat," even though 
some bystanders were name-calling and 
using foul language. He added that most 
of the yelling was due to "their concern 
for Mr. Floyd." 
Nelson's voice rose as he asked Stiger 
how a reasonable officer would be trained 
to view a crowd while dealing with a sus-
pect, "and somebody else is now pacing 
around and watching you and watch-
ing you and calling you names and say-
ing (c:xpletives)." Nelson said such a situa-
tion "could be viewed by a reasonable of-
ficer as a threat." 
Chauvin's lawyer noted that dispatch-
ers had described Floyd as between 6 feet 
and 6-.foot-6 and possibly under the in-
fluence. Stiger agreed it was reasonable 
for Chauvin to come to the scene with a 
heightened sense of awareness. 
nique that uses pain to get someone to 
comply, but Chauvin did not appear to 
let up. 
"Then at that point it's just pain," 
Stiger said. 
Stiger was asked by prosecutors wheth-
er Chauvin had an obligation to take 
Floyd's distress into account as the officer 
considered how much force to use. 
"Absolutely," Stiger replied. "As the 
time went on, clearly in the video, you 
could see that Mr. Floyd's ... health was 
deteriorating. His breath was getting low-
er. His tone of voice was getting lower. 
His movements were starting to cease." 
"So at that point, as a officer on sc.ene," 
he continued, "you have a responsibili-
ty to realize that, 'OK, something is not 
right. Something has changed drastically 
from what was occurring earlier.' So there-
fore you have a responsibility to take some 
type of action." 
URBANA, Ill. (AP) - A 2-year-
old central Illinois boy was shot 
when his home was hit by gunfire, 
authorities said. 
The house in Urbana was hit sev-
eral times around 8: 15 p.m. Tuesday, 
the Champaign Counry Sheriff's De-
partment said. 
A man and a woman and two 
children we~e inside when the gun-
fire penetrated the house from out-
side, investigators told The (Cham-
paign) News-Gazette. 
The couple immediately called 
911 and a deputy drove the injured 
child to a hospital in his squad car. 
Lt. Cure Apperson declined to give 
details of the child's injuries other 
than to say he likely will survive. 
Investigators believe the house 
was the target of the gunfire but two 
other homes and a vehicle also were 
struck, Apperson said. 
The house also was shot at in De-
cember, he said. 
No arrests have been made. 
Breahna Giles, a state forensic scien-
tist, testified Wednesday that pills found 
in the SW Floyd was driving contained 
methamphetarnine and fentanyl. Anoth-
er witness, forensic chemist Susan Meith, 
testified that remnants of a pill found in 
the back of the police squad car also con-
Stiger further agreed with Nelson that 
an officer's actions must be judged from 
the point of view of a reasonable officer 
on the scene, not in hindsight. Among 
During the testimony of Rcyerson, 
the state investigator, proserutors stopped 
and started multiple videos and eicamined 
time stamps in an attempt to show the 
jury how long Chauvin held his position 
after Floyd stopped talking and moving. 
Reyerson testified that Chauvin's knee was 
on Floyd's neck for_ minutes after Floyd 
went silent. 
Mexico 
Former Illinois state senator enters ~re~i~ent 
innocent plea on federal tax charges JUSttfies 
tween 2014 and 2016. . Allen last week called the charg- re 1 ease Of CHICAGO (AP) - A former 
Illinois state senator pleaded not 
guilty Tuesday to federal charges 
of lying on personal income tax re-. 
ports and failing to file tax returns 
for her lobbying and consulting 
firm. 
Annazette Collins entered the 
plea in U.S. District Court in Chi-
cago. Collins, 58, allegedly filed 
false or failed to file corporate and 
individual income tax returns be-
Defense attorney Shay Allen en- es a blatant attempt to squeeze his 
tered the not guilty plea on Col- client and get her to cooperate in kingp1• n 
lins' behalf during a hearing before the federal corruption probe into 
U.S. District Judge Jotge Alonso. an alleged bribery scheme by Com-
Collins, a Chicago Democrat who monwealth Edison to try to influ-
left the legislature in 2013, was ence then-House Speaker Michael 
one of several ex-lawmakers hired Madigan. He said Collins "knows 
by Commonwealth Edison after re- nothing whatsoever" of that al-
tiring from public office. However, leged scheme and intends to fight 
the indictment does not specifical- the charges, which he characterized 
ly mention her work for the utility. as minor. 
MEXJCO CITY (AP) - Mexican 
President Andres Manuel Lopez Ob-
rador on Wednesday defended the 
2013 ruling that freed one of the drug 
lords most wanted by U.S. authorities, 
even though Mexico's Supreme Court 
later ruled it was a mistake. 
Pence launches advocacy group as 
Truinp officials line up new roles 
Rafael Caro Quintero walked free 
while serving a 40-year sentence for 
the torture-murder of U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration agent En-
rique "Kiki" Camarena in 1985, and 
has since apparently resumed his role 
as violent drug trafficker. 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Former 
Vice President Mike Pence launched a 
new advocacy group on Wednesday as 
he and other Trump _officials look to 
boost their post-White House plans. 
Pence's Advancing American Free-
dom, which could serve as a spring-· 
board for his own presidential cam-
paign, will aim to promote the Trump 
administration's achievements and 
work as a counterpoint to the Biden 
agenda. 
The new group is one of sever-
. al launched in recent weeks by for-
mer aides of President Donald Trump. 
Shunned by corporate big money gigs, 
they are instead opening their own 
shops and embracing Trump's legacy as 
they see.k to capitalize on his continued 
popularity with the Republican base. 
They include Trump's former senior 
policy adviser Stephen Miller, the archi-
tect of polarizing immigration policies, 
who on Wednesday announced the cre-
ation of America First Legal, a group 
that Miller envisions as an American 
Civil Liberties Union for conservatives. 
In a statement, Trump lauded Mill-
er and his group. The former president, 
whose administration was bombard-
ed with lawsuits, said that conservatives 
"badly need to catch up" and "turn the 
tables" in court and that Miller's group 
~ould "fill this critical void." 
He also acknowledged Pence's group, 
telling The Washington Examiner, 
which first reported its launch, "Nice 
to see Mike highlighting some of our 
many achievements!'' 
Pence's group includes an unpaid 
advisory board made up of conserva-
tive leaders including the anti-abonion 
rights advocate Marjorie Dannenfelser 
and Ed Meese, who was President Ron-
ald Reagan's attorney general, as well 
as former Trump adminjsiration offi-
dais including former counselor Kel-
lyanne Conway, economic adviser Lar-
ry Kudlow and U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Robert Lighthizer. That makeup is 
a nod to Pence's broader effort to po-
sition himself as someone who can ap-
peal to various parts of the parry. 
A Pence aide said the group, which 
is widely seen a part of the groundwork 
for a potential 2024 run, will focus on 
a broad range of issues, from school 
choice to energy independence to for-
eign affairs. It will likely target its initial 
efforts, including direct mail and media 
appearances, on the influx of unaccom-
panied migrant children arriving at the 
U.S.-Mexico border and the Biden ad-
Caro Quintero is at the top of the 
DEA's Most Wanted list, with a $20 
million reward for his capture. 
Lopez Obrador said Wednesday the 
legal appeal that led to Caro Quin-
. tero's release was "justified" because 
supposedly no verdict had been hand-
ed down against the drug lord after 27 
years in jail. Lopez Obrador also de-
picted a later warrant for his re-arrest 
as an example of U.S. pressure. 
"Once he was out, they had to 
look for him again, because the Unit-
ed States demanded he shouldn't have 
been released, but legally the appeal 
was justified," Lopez Obrador said. 
Presidential spokesman Jesus 
ministration's proposed corporate tax Ramirez said "the president was just 
increases. 
At the same time, Pence is expect-
ed to ramp up his public schedule, be-
ginning with his first public speech in 
, Seuth Carolina th.is month. 
saying that it was a legal aberration 
that the judge had not issued a verdict 
on Mr. Caro Qufotero after 21"years-
... but he was not defending his re-
lease." '~ ..... ·.·_, • ._,..., ·.;:.i 
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City Council waives bidding procedures 
ByConynBrock 
News &itor !@DEN_news 
The Charleston City Council ap-
proved waiving the bidding proce-
dures on nearly $300,000 worth of 
puri._hases. 
Two resolutions were purchases 
for the Public Works Department, 
one for the purchase of a 2020 Ford 
F350 V8 diesel flatbed truck for no 
more than $67,493 and the oth-
er for the purchase of a 2019 John 
Deere Tractor with a Tiger Boom 
Mower attachment for no more 
than $120,000 from Rahn Equip-
ment Company. 
Another resolution waived bid-
ding procedures for the purchase 
of a 2020 Ford F 150 V6 truck for 
the Maintenance Department and 
a 2020 Ford Fl 50 V8 truck in the 
Street Department. The purchases 
are not co exceed $58,48 J. 
The council also approved the 
waiving of bidding procedures 
on the purchase of a new 2021 
TV450B compact track loader for 
the Street Department, that will be 
$43,500.The track loader will be 
purchased from Birkey's Construc-
tion Equipment, the company the 
city has been renting a track load-
er from. 
The council also voted to in-
crease water and sewer service rates. 
Previously, the rates for water 
and sewer service within corporate 
limits were $ I 5.94 per 1,000 gal-
lons for the first 10,000 gallons and 
$ 15.34 per 1,000 gallons for any-
thing over 10,000 gallons. 
The rate for Eastern was $15. 34 
per 1,000 gallons. 
The rates for the use of water ser-
vices only within corporate limits 
were $14.49 per 1,000 gallons for 
the first 10,000 gallons and $13.93 
per 1,000 gallons for anything over 
10,000 gallons. 
Council members approved a 
three percent increase. 
Rates for water and sewer service 
within corporate limits will now be 
$ 16.42 per 1,000 gallons for the 
first 10,000 gallons and $15.76 
per 1.000 gallons for anything over 
10,000 gallons. 
The rate for Eastern will be 
$15.76 per 1,000 gallons. 
The rates for the use of water ser-
vices only within corporate limits. 
will now be $ 14. 78 per 1,000 gal-
lons for the firs-t 10,000 gallons and 
$14.12 per 1,000 gallons for any-
thing over 10,000 gallons. 
The council approved on the re-
appointment of Adam Fifield to a 
3-year term on the Fire and Police 
Board of Commissioners. 
The continuation of the local 
state of emergency was approved. , 
Four proclamations were also 
voted on, one recognizing April as 
Parliamentary Law Month, one rec-
ognizing April 4-10 as National Li-
brary Week, one recognizing April 
30 as Arbor Day and one recog-
nizing April as Autism Awareness 
Month. 
The reason for honoring Parlia-
mentary Law Month is that "it is 
important to remember that the 
correct use of parliamentary pro-
cedure protects the rights of the 
majority, the minority, individual 
members, absentees, and all of these 
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SCRE£NSHOT BY CORRYN BROCK 
Charlest on Mayor Brandon Combs conducts a the Charleston City Council meeting Tuesday evening. The council 
approved all items during the meeting, including waiving the bidding procedures on nearly $300,000 worth of 
purchases. 
derly deliberation," according to the 
proclamation. 
Charleston will recognize Na-
tional Library Week because "li-
braries are a resource for all mem-
bers of the community regardless of 
race, ethnicity, creed, ability, sexual 
orien ration, gender identity, or so-
cio-economic status, by offering ser-
vices and educational resources that 
transform lives and strengthen com-
munities," according to the procla-
mation. 
Arbor Day will be celebrated be-
cause "trees in our City increase 
property values, enhance the eco- . 
nomic vitality of business areas, and 
beautify our community," according 
to the proclamation. 
Autism Awareness Month will 
be celebrated because "all individu-
als should have the opportunity to 
live full, independent lives and fol-
low their talents wherever they lead. 
In April, we recognize those with 
ASD who are achieving and break-
ing down· barriers," according to the 
proclamation. 
The next council meeting will De 
April 20. 
....... 
Corryn Brock can be reached at.SB 1-
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As days get longer and the weather gets warm-
er, we want to encourage those in the Eastern com-
munity to get our and enjoy the beauty of spring. 
However, we also want to remind ~eryone we are 
still in a global pandemic. 
The beautiful weather can be enjoyed much 
more when you know you are not putting others 
in danger with your actions. 
That means you should still be wearing your 
mask, gening vaccinated and by all means not put-
ting yourself in the middle of large crowds of peo-
ple. 
Spring Break is not happening for a reason. Un-
fortunately, far too many students are not respon-
sible enough to stay at Eastern and not put them-
selves in the middle of a hotspot. 
We at The Daily Eastern News understand that 
it is not ideal to be stuck on campus for the semes-
ter with no breaks, but right now it's necessary. 
We are all getting burnt out and not enjoying 
being stuck with what seems like no end in sight, 
,· , however, this pandemic is bigger than all of us. 
You never know who will, take it harder and who 
will ultimately pay for your reckless behavior this 
semester. 
So please, try to remember why all of these 
- .guidelines aod rules.arc: .. ip place: so we can look 
- · u, ·furwacd-to better days. - .. 
It is not to kill your good times or make your 
life miserable, it is so we can all move forward as 
a society knowing that we are protected and safe. 
Be responsible for the remainder of the semes-
ter, you never know whose life you could save. 
Quote of the Day: 
• •.. 1 mind needs books as a 
sword needs a whetstone, if it is 
to keep its edge." 
George R.8. Martin 
e maJority opinion o 
e Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the Editor 
Those interested can inquire at-opinions. 
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for-tis to publish let-
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





Call 581-2812 for more information. 
Editorial Board 
IY ZACH BERGER 
Reading has lost its appeal~ 
Ever since I was a wee child, I have loved to 
read more than anything else in the world. To 
me, no other hobby could compare. 
I loved cracking open a book and transport-
ing myself into a world different from my own, 
a world with its own interesting people, char-
acteristics and conflicts. 
I remember my weekly trips to my local li-
brary where 1 would pick out as many books 
as possible. I would spend the rest of the week 
with my nose stuck in whatever books I was 
reading at the time. reading them back-to-back 
until I finished all of them. 
Then I would return those books to the li-
brary at the end of the week and do the whole 
process all over again. · 
Now, I can't even get myself to focus on a 
book for longer than a few pages without get-
ting bored, impatient or distracted. 
We all know the obvious reason for that one: 
my attention span, like many other people's: 
has gotten increasingly shorter over the years.· 
It's so much easier to binge-watch my favor-
ite series or mindlessly scroll through the same 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
five apps every day, so I don't make rime to 
read anymore. 
The other reason, I suspect, is because read-
ing has lost what made it fun. As a student 
majoring in English, I have to read. All. The. 
Time. 
Having to read and analyze books for my 
classes has made it harder for me to enjoy read-
ing. Everything I read is attached to some 
deadline or some assignment, so reading has 
become this stressor for me. 
Reading is no longer fun; it's a chore. So 
, why would I want to read more than I already 
have to? 
I would rather do something other than 
reading so I can give myself a mental break. 
Something that doesn't require as much brain-
power. 
Then I end up binge-watching my favorite 
series or mindlessly scrolling through the same 
five apps every day. 
Ir's so disappointing to come to terms with 
the fact that I don't enjoy reading as much as I 
used to. I want to change that. , . 
I think one of my goals for this year will be 
to set time aside to read more. My goal will be 
that by this time next year, I will have read at 
least five books just for me. Not for school or 
work but because I want to. 
Then hopefully sometime soon, reading will 
be as fun as it was when I was a wee child. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a junior English 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu. 
Getting the COVID vaccine is selfless 
At this point in the pandemic, the US 
is lucky enough to have a COVID-19 vac-
cine available to a lot of the country. There's 
some irony in that statement when you con-
sider how horribly and selfishly many Amer-
icans have acted over the course of the pan-
demic and yet we are one of a few countries 
who are able to administer the vaccine so 
quickly. 
Throughout the pandemic, we've seen 
people defy the stay-at-home orders, refuse 
to wear masks, throw fits in grocery stores 
because of masks, continue partying with 
large groups and overall display how little 
they care about other people's health. 
With that being said, the fact that a good 
number of Americans are able to get the vac-
cine is amazing. However, there are still peo-
ple willing to display just how selfish and ig-
norant they are. Many people have already 
decided that they aren't going to get their 
vaccine· because of outrageous theories and 
falsehoods they hold about what vaccines 
do. 
Some people aren't getting it simply out 
Destiny Blanchard 
of protest, because they hold the belief that 
COVID-19 is a hoax. These are the people 
that helped prolong the pandemic, and un-
less they change their minds will continue 
to do so. 
Ideally, we would get ro a point where 
nearly every person in the US who has it 
available to them would get their vaccine. 
Unfortunately, if that doesn't happen it will 
negatively affect the people who can't get the 
vaccine at all. Right now most children un-
der the age of 16 can't get the vaccine which 
can be concerning as che weather gets better 
and teens start going out with their friends. 
People with certain underlying medical 
conditions may not be able to get it as well. 
The availability of vaccines also can change 
depending on where you live in America. A 
poor roll-out design for the vaccine distribu-
tion has resulted in a lack of availability to 
low-income communities and reports show 
that wealthier people have been able to get 
the vaccine much faster. 
The truth is that having the vaccine avail-
able to you is a privilege. But it is a privilege · 
that you should take advantage of. This vac-
cine is probably the most important tool co 
help stop the pandemic. This will help pre-
vent individuals from getting the virus, slow 
the spread and protect those who can't be 
vaccinated. 
Destiny Blanchard is a junior management 
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CAA to vote on admission-related items 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
The Council on Academi~ Af-
fairs will discuss and vote on three 
items during its meeting Thursday 
at 2 p.m. 
One item seeks to add a commu-
nicated GPA for students who stu-
» ASL CLUB 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
"I would split the group up in 
pairs to practice the ABCs and the 
numbers," she said. "The meeting 
only took about an hour, and we 
had a lot of people generally show 
up." 
In this post-Covid-19 world, 
lots of organizations on campus 
have been impacted by the pan-
demic and American Sign Lan-
guage Club is no exception. 
This school year, they decided to 
have meetings every other Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. via Microsoft Teams. 
"It's hard to get people to join 
via Teams, so we don't have as 
many people, so our meetings nor-
mally last 20 to 30 minutes now 
with Covid," she said. 
Despite the struggles they have 
had with the virtual format, i:hey 
have made things work, using it 
to share American-Sign Language 
with the Eastern community. 
One thing they do is have cer-
tain themes - Valentine's Day 
theme, Halloween theme, spring 
theme, etc. - and use them to teach 
students American sign language. 
dents who apply to Eastern as tesr-
optional, meaning they do nor in-
clude their ACT or SAT scores 
when applying to the university. 
"A survey of our peers shows that 
EIU has the highest communicat-
ed GPA threshold in the market and 
we believe this has contributed to 
our current application deficit for 
New Freshman for Fall 2021," ac-
cording to a memo from Josh Nor-
man, Associate Vice President for 
Enrollment Management and Kel-
ly Miller, Director of Admissions. 
"Other institutions like EIU have 
implemented test-optional or even 
test-blind policies to increase equi-
ty and access for their prospective 
students and it is clear for this cycle 
that clarity and access are of great 
benefit to those institutions with 
more clearly communicated GPA 
threshold." 
Another item seeks to add similar 
language for applicants in the Gate-
way Program. Those students would 
need a minimum 2.3 GPA based on 
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTEN NEWS 
American Sign Language was created in the 1800s by Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet and Laurent Clerc. Gallaudet 
and Clerc also founded the American School for the deaf in 1817. 
Mostly, they put great focus on 
teaching students how to sign let-
ters and numbers. 
"We always add basic sign like 
the ABCs, because the ABCs are 
at the foundation of every sign you 
learn," she said. "Every sign breaks 
off of a number or a letter." 
American Sign Language Club 
does not just do educational meet-
ings, but also fun social events. 
Because the organization has not 
been around long, they did not get 
to do much before Covid-19 hit, 
but they still were able to do fun 
events such as hosting potlucks and 
giving away candy during Hallow-
een. 
When Covid-19 hit, it made it 
harder for the organization to do as 
many events as they wanted to, bur 
they hope to do more in the future. 
Katelynn Alexander, junior po-
litical science student, is the vice 
president of American Sign Lan-
guage Club. She said that the or-
ganization had the opportunity to 
have a guest speaker attend a meet-
ing and they hope to have more. 
"Hopefully going forward, we 
can implement more guest speak-
ers," Alexander said. "I hope we 
can implement more of that and 
have more events that are open to 
everyone and not just our club. 
Hopefully once guidelines start 
to become a little less strict, that's 
something that we can imple-
ment." . 
Vanessa Gower, senior special 
education and elementary educa-
tion student, is. the organization's 
secretary. She said that the orga-
nization is also searching for fun-
draising ideas for future school 
years. 
"We are actually going to start 
fundraising and fioding a program 
six or more semesters to be consid-
ered to apply for test-optional appli-
cation. 
A third item would update East-
em's admissions policies to reflect 
the changes in the first two items. 
Corryn Brock con be reached at 581-
2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
to donate that to," Gower said. 
"I've been crying to look into pro-
grams that we can either help with 
their medical expenses, or fund 
kids to go to school or a camp, 
but they would have to be hard of 
hearing or deaf." 
Another upcoming project idea 
that they want to implement is 
"ASL in the Quad," an event rhat 
would help students learn some 
quick and basic sign as they walk 
through the campus's South Quad. 
Though one of the organiza-
tion's focuses is co teach people 
sign language so they can be pre-
pared for the workplace, American 
Sign Language Club is for everyone . 
and not just for people who need it 
for their career. 
Members are also not required 
co know any American sign lan-
guage when they join. 
"We're not limiting it," said Al-
exander. "[American Sign Lan-
guage Club) ·is fo.r anyone who 
wants to use it later in life. They 
can just be interested or ''w'arit to 
know more about it." 
Kyoro Moroles-Rodriguez can be 
reached at 581-2612 o,bt,'1c'lilnor-
olesrodriguez@eiu.edu. 
ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONEI 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT: 
1r.1 https://com merce.cash net.co m/ei us pub 
f •.\ 
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Practice in the parking lot 
ZACH BERGER I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
The Panther Marching Band practices Wednesday night in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union parking lot for the upcoming football game. The band 
will perform at Sunday's home football game against Austin Peay. 
Must have excellent verbal and written 
communication skills. 
Prior experience not necessary. 
Adobe lnDesign. Photoshop. Illustrator 
experience helpful. 
All majors welcome! 
Call 581-2812 for more information. 
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e.:iE ASSOCIAT_:D PRESS_ 
Nike suspends sponsorship of Houston 
quarterback Watson amid allegations 
Nike has suspended its endorse-
ment contract with Deshaun Watson 
amid allegations of sexual assault and 
harassment against the Houston Tex-
ans quarterback. 
"We are deeply concerned by the 
disturbing allegations and have sus-
pended Deshaun Watson," Nike said 
in a statement released Wednesday. 
"We will continue to closely monitor 
the situation." 
Watson has been accused of sex-
ual assault or harassment in lawsuits 
flied by 22 women. One of those 
women, Ashley Solis, said Tuesday 
during a news conference that she 
was assaulted and traumatized when 
she tried co give Watson a massage in 
March 2020. 
The Associated Press usually does 
not name victims of sexual assault, 
but Solis has chosen to publicly 
identify herself. · 
Watson's attorney, Rusty Hardin, 
has called the allegations "meritless" 
and questioned the claims against 
Watson, alleging they were made fol-
lowing a failed attempt to blackmail 
his client. 
The Houston Police Department 
said last week .it was investigating 
Watson after someone had flied a re-
port with the agency about Watson. 
Tony Buzbee, who represents the 22 
women, said it was not Solis but an-
other of his clients who filed the first 
report with police. 
The NFL has been in contact with 
Buzbee during its own investigation. 
Watson was signed to a deal with 
Nike in 2017 when he entered the 
NFL. Last November, he teamed 
with the company to provide jerseys 
for Yates High School in Houston. 
George Floyd graduated from Yates 
in 1993 and played football for the 
school. 
Watson's red Nike cleats that he 
wore in Houston's 53-32 win over 
the Atlanta Falcons during Week 5 
in 2019 were sent to the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame. Watson was the 
first player in NFL history to pass for 
at least 400 yards and five TDs with 
five or fewer incompletions in a sin-
gle game. 
Solis said in her statement that 
since the alleged assault, she suffers 
from panic att'1cks, anxiety, depres-
sion and is no longer comfortable 
working as a massage therapist. 
"I got into massage therapy to 
heal people, to heal their minds and 
bodies, to bring peace to their souls. 
Deshaun Watson has robbed me of 
that," Solis said, adding that her law-
suit was not about seeking money. 
But in a statement, Hardin alleged 
that Buzbee sought "$ 100,000 in 
hush money" on behalf of Solis be-
fore she filed her lawsuit. 
In a recent email to season tick-
et holders, Texans chairman Cal Mc-
Nair, whose family owns the team, 
said they were aware of the lawsuits 
against Watson and chat the team 
takes "these allegations very serious-
ly." 
"While we await the conclusion 
of these investigations, we express 
our strong stance against any form 
of sexual assault. Our family and the 
entire Houston Texans organization 
are deeply troubled by any form of 
abuse and we condemn this type of 
behavior," McNair said. 
Watson is one of the league's top 
quarterbacks and led the NFL in 
yards passing last season. He signed a 
four-year, $156 million contract ex-
tension with the Texans last offsea-
son, but he became unhappy with 
the direction of the team as Hous-
ton sunk to 4-12. Watson requested 
a trade in January. 
Woods was driving mqre than 80 mph when he crashed 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Ti-
ger Woods was driving more than 
80 mph - nearly twice the post-
ed speed limit - on a downhill 
stretch of road when he lost con-
trol of an SUV and crashed in a 
wreck that seriously injured the· 
golf superstar, authorities said 
Wednesday. 
Sheriff Alex Villanueva blamed 
the Feb. 23 crash outside Los An-
geles solely on excessive speed and 
Woods' loss of control behind the 
wheel. The athlete will not face 
any citations for his third high-
profile collision in 11 years. 
"The primary causal factor for 
this traffic collision was driving at 
a speed unsafe for the road condi-
tions and the inability to negoti-
ate the curve of the roadway," the 
sheriff told a news conference. 
Woods was driving 84 to 87 
mph (135 to 140 kph) in an area 
with a speed limit of 45 mph (72 
kph), Villanueva said. No one else 
was hurt, and no other vehicles 
were involved. 
The stretch of road is known 
for wrecks and drivers who fre-
quently hit high speeds. Due to 
the steepness of the terrain, a run-
away truck escape lane is available 
just beyond where Woods crashed. 
There was no evidence that the 
golfer tried to brake, and investi-
HELP PROTECT OUR PANTHERS AND GET A 
CHANCE TO WIN A WEEKLY PRIZE! 
gators believe Woods may have in-
advertently stepped on the acceler-
ator instead of the brake pedal in 
a panic, said sheriff's Capt. James 
Powers, who oversees the sheriff's 
station closest to the crash site. · 
Woods was wearing a seat belt 
at the tirue, and the vehicle's air-
bags deployed. He told deputies 
that he had not taken medication 
or consumed alcohol before the 
crash, sheriff's officials said. 
_ -~ Each week, one student who participates in SHIELD testing is randomly selected to win 
either $25 Dini_ng Dollars or a $25 gift card to the MLK Union Booksto~e! 
SHIELD testing is held in the Student Rec. Center on Court 5: 
Mondays: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Tuesdays: 9 a.m. - Noon 
·Wednesdays: 9 a.m. - Noon 
s1GN uP AT I go.eiu.edu/covidtest· 
STAY 
Detectives did not seek search 
warrants for Woods' blood sam-
ples, which could have been 
screened for drugs or alcohol, or 
his cellphone. Authorities said 
there was no evidence of impair-
ment or of distracted driving, so 
they did not have probable cause 
co get warrants. Investigators did 
search the SUV's data recorder, 
known as a l>Jad~ box, which re-
vealed the vehicle's speed. 
CONNECTED! 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 
0 /theDailyEasternNews/ · O @DEN_news 
Panthers split midweek doubleheader 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
The Eastern softball team host-
ed Indiana State for a non-confer-
ence doubleheader Tuesday at Wil-
liams Field. 
The Panthers and Sycamores ex-
changed shutouts, with Indiana 
State winning the first game 5-0 
and Eastern taking the nightcap 
4-0. 
Eastern is now 18-11 overall 
this season and will continue con-
ference play against Tennessee-
Martin Sunday and Monday at 
home. 
The Sycamores arc now 11- 16 
over this season and will travel to 
play Drake in a conference series 
-,- this weekend. 
In the first game, the Panthers' 
usually-potent offense was held in 
check as they were shutout for just 
the sixth time this season. 
Indiana State pitcher Gabbi 
Schnaiter picked up her fifth win 
of the season, pitching 5 innings 
and allowing just 2 hits. 
Sophomore Lexi Benko pitched 
the final two innings for the Syc-
amores, allowing just a single hit 
and striking out four batters. 
The three hits for the Panthers 
came from redshirt-sophomore 
l~ftf~~c~ Morgan Lewis, redshirt-
freshman outfiefder 7\bby Tay-
lor and redshirr-freshman catcher 
Amber Cicplinski. 
Indiana State scored a run in 
the first inning, three in the fifth 
and another in the sixth. 
They were led by junior catcher 
Annie Tokarek with two RBI. 
The Eastern offense jumped 
ahead early in game two off of se-
nior pitcher Abbey Kruzel, scoring 
all four of their runs in the first 
two innings. 
Redshirt-senior first baseman 
Haley Mitchell drove in a run 
with a si ngle in the first to open 
the scoring. 
Mitchell was 2-for-2 in the 
game and was the only player on 
either team with multiple hits. 
They scored three in the second 
inning on a single from freshman 
Olivia Price, a steal of home by 
rcdshirr-sophomorc Denaed San-
tini and a single from redshirt-ju-
nior Megan Burton. 
Price was also the starting 
pitched for the Panthers, allowing 
3 hits over 5.2 shutout innings. 
Rcdshirt-sophomore Hannah 
Cravens, who started the game at 
second base, pitched the final 1.1 
innings. She allowed just one hit. 
For Indiana State, senior Peyton 
Ottersbach came out of the bull-
pen to pitch the final 4 innings, 
allowing just two baserunncrs. 
Eastern enters the series against 
Tennessee-Marrin in fourth place 
in the OVC with a 10-6 confer-
ence record. 
The Skyhawks are in seventh 
with a conference record of 8-7. Redshirt-scnior Jade Mont-
golli~l'}' Wtik tht loss for Eastern, 
pitching 5 innings and allowing S 
runs, one of which was unearned. 
Adam Tumino con be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern freshman Olivia Price winds up for a pitch in a game one of a doubleheader against Belmont on March 
13. Price pitched 4 innings in the game and picked up the win. 











A limited number of yearbooks are available for 
free to oraduates in underoraduate proorams, 
so make sure you reserve your copy of 
EIU's award-winning yearbook, 
''The Warbler," TODAY! 
If you are oraduatino, and want to be 
ouaranteed a yearbook, you must order onel 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. 
TO ORDER, VISIT: 
https://commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub 
